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Religious Education Policy

Our School Vision Statement
As a unique village school, inspired by our Christian love, we strive to nurture our family to ‘grow and shine in God’s glory’.
We will open our hearts to God’s wonderful, diverse creation  cherishing    everyone as a child of God. Through Jesus’ example, we will instil resilience and confidence for tomorrow.
 ‘In the same way, let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify your father in heaven.’
 
Matthew 5 v16

INTENT
Religious Education lies at the very heart the curriculum of Grindleton Primary school because, as a church school, we see that the Christian faith informs all aspects of our life together.
As a Church of England school, you can expect an RE curriculum that is rich and varied, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith. Our aim is to provide a wide range of opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range of faiths studied. Links with the Christian values of the school and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are intrinsic to the RE curriculum and should have a significant impact on learners.
RE at Grindleton explores how individuals and communities make meaning and sense of their lives through the major religions of the world. It enables pupils to know about, understand and respond to the important and ultimate questions of life. RE is taught in such a way that it inspires pupils to explore, develop and affirm their own faith and values and have respect for the faith, beliefs and values of others. Christian Values permeate the RE curriculum at Grindleton Primary School.
Pupils will experience, explore and encounter a wide range of creative and challenging multi-sensory activities that will help them to discover the answers to fundamental questions such as these: –
· Who am I and what does it mean to be me?
· In what ways do/can I relate to others?
· How/where can I encounter God?
· How can I make a positive contribution to the world in which I live?
· What values, attitudes, beliefs and behaviour are important to me?
· What does it mean to have faith?
· Who/what influences and inspires me?
IMPLEMENTATION
Aspects of Teaching and Learning
At Grindleton we follow Questful RE. which is a scheme of work which offers an investigative enquiry approach which gives the pupils a sense of being on a quest of discovery. A key feature of the syllabus is the large number of questions included in each unit. The purpose of these questions is to give pupils opportunity to investigate, reflect, evaluate and make meaning. In doing so they will discover more about themselves, their relationships with others, their relationship with the world around them and their relationship with God. The questions set the route through the curriculum content.
The curriculum content is a balance of the three essential disciplines of quality RE, Theology, Philosophy and Social Science. This means pupils will look at concepts through a theological lens, exploring what people of faith believe. Alongside this pupils will explore questions and answers raised in relation to the lived reality and impact of religion and world views on people’s lives. They will also think like philosophers, and be equipped with the skills that will enable them to make sense of life’s experiences.

Timetabling and planning at Grindleton ensures that:
· Each class has regular, weekly class lessons involving whole class, small group and individual activities; there is one main lesson of 60 minutes in addition to on-going activities throughout the week (including in worship, church visits and through SMSC in all other areas of the curriculum)
· We follow the Blackburn Diocese scheme ‘Questful RE’ and this is further enhanced with ‘Understanding Christianity’ units
· There will be clear learning outcomes for all units of work, based on the appropriate expectations/levels as set out in the RE syllabus
· The scheme of work will ensure that there is continuity and progression for pupils and opportunities for assessment in both attainment targets
· A range of teaching and learning activities will ensure that pupils learn effectively and with interest
· Pupil progress and attainment in RE will be tracked and recorded termly and the school will keep an up to date portfolio of evidence to support assessment data progress in RE will form part of pupils’ annual report to parents
· RE will be taught either as a discrete subject or as part of a cross curricular approach where appropriate
· A range of visitors will be invited to support the teaching of RE, and where possible, there will be planned visits to places of worship
· Of the RE taught, 60% is Christianity and 40% is other faiths.
· SEND children with 1:1 support will have access to adaptations which tailor to their individual needs.
Additional R.E. activities- wider opportunities
· Visits to church half termly
· Daily worship
· Enrichment activities e.g. World Faith Week
EYFS
In EYFS Understanding the World is one of the four specific areas within Early Years Foundation stage. Each specific area is divided into early learning goals, for Understanding the World these are:
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and - when appropriate – maps.
Reception access Quetsful RE and have weekly RE lessons. The approach supports teachers in engaging all young children with R.E. It includes a variety of adult-led and child-initiated activities delivered through planning and play. 
IMPACT
We are committed to providing high quality Religious Education for all children in our school.
By teaching the children a high-quality Religious Education curriculum, rich in opportunity to explore different musical genres, we will prepare children for citizenship in today’s diverse society. It enables them to develop sensitivity to, and respect for others. Through authentic encounters with living faith communities, pupils will develop diversity dexterity and be equipped with the ability to hold an informed conversation about religious beliefs and practices. Both pupils and teachers will be given the opportunity to talk openly and freely about their own personal beliefs and practice without fear of ridicule. All pupils will be able to make excellent and appropriate progress in their knowledge and understanding of Christianity. Pupils from Christian families are able to talk openly about their beliefs and values in lessons and to grow in their faith and pupils from all faith backgrounds are understood and be encouraged in their faith. Alongside this, pupils with no religious background are given an insight into what it means to be a person of faith. Ultimately pupils of all backgrounds are given a safe place to explore the ultimate questions and challenges of life in today’s society.
We will assess the skills and knowledge on half termly assessment sheets. As evidence, teachers will use a mixture evidence, including recording in books and floorbooks. To ensure that the R.E. curriculum is being delivered well, and having impact, the subject will be assessed through lesson observations, pupil interviews and book scrunties.
MONITORING AND REVIEWING
The RE subject leader monitors the implementation of this policy by supporting the class teachers in using the scheme of work. Access and availability of accommodation and resources are regularly checked and informal discussions with colleagues help to ensure regularity of lessons and focused teaching objectives.
Literacy and maths will be integrated into the curriculum wherever possible.
INCLUSION
At Grindleton, we aim to:
· Provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in R.E. according to their individual abilities;
· Identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve their attainment (adaptive teaching).
· Identify able and gifted children and provide suitable learning challenges.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
At Grindleton, all children are provided with equal access to the .E. curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.
ROLE OF SUBJECT LEADER:
The Subject Leader at Grindleton is responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in R.E.:
The Subject Leader will:
· Monitor and evaluate R.E> through lesson observations, pupil interviews, planning scrutiny and work scrutiny. This will follow the school monitoring timetable.
· Take the lead in policy development.
· Audit and support colleagues in their CPD.
· Purchase and organise resources.
· Keep up to date with recent diocesan developments.
THE GOVERNORING BODY
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of R.E. provision.
LEGAL FRAMEWORK
As a Voluntary Controlled School, we are required by law to provide RE in accordance with the Locally Agreed syllabus for RE, which fulfils all legal requirements and the RE Statement of Entitlement from the Church of England Education Office 2016. Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from religious education lessons, but as RE is central to the life and identity of Grindleton Primary School, we would ask parents to discuss with the head teacher any reasons they might have for doing this
This policy will be reviewed every two years or in the light of changes to legal requirements.
CONCLUSION
The R.E. Policy addresses the issues relating to equal opportunities, children with special educational needs, the health and safety of pupils and staff and teaching and learning by incorporating the principles, values, aims and objectives in the following school policies:
· Equal Opportunities
· Special Needs
· Health and Safety
· Teaching and Learning
· Gifted and Talented
This R.E. policy with be reviewed by the R.E. subject leader.
Date for next review of this document- September 2026
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